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T OP SECRET

29 April 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Secretary of Defense

SUBJECT : Approval of Extension of Project CORONA

Herewith is a note, the purpose of which is to record
certain decisions made some wecks ago and previously re-
ported to you on the extension of CORONA. You will remember
that following a meeting Mr Horner and I had with you and
subsequent discussion with Dr. Killian and Mr. Glennan, a
paper recommending the extension was handed to General Good-
paster. Some days later he advised me that a favorable
decision had been made which was reported to you and others
in the Department of Defense. It was not until several weeks
after the basic decision, however, that I received guidance
from the same source on the handling of security and cover
for the extended operations (as reported in the attachment).
I understand there has been some uncertainty on this aspect
of the matter and in any case it seems desirable to have a
written record of the decisions. I am also attaching here-
with in case you should wish to refer to it, the memorandum
which was given to General Goodpaster and on the basis of
which the decisions in question were made.

(Signed)
RICHARD M. BISSELL, JR.
Deputy Director
(Plans)

2 Attachments:
COR-0266/A
COR-0372

COR-0436
T O P SECRET
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v Wou will remember that, following a review of the SENTRY
SO rams last f2ll and a series of conferences in December

Crmuaary, asreement was reached among the interested agencies that

o

this niconoronduma was preseated to higher authority and approval granted

gy e,
5 o Fa)

cooid be desirable to extend the ﬁmﬁe&—sﬁechchfzﬁfﬁ‘

1 the summer of 1960, A recommendation to this effect,

<

lono fncluded an sutline of the fundinge proposed for the extension of the

i, wog aaﬁr*<ssed by the Under Secreiary of the Air Force to the

o Decretary of Dcefense on 1l Pebruary and was subsecucrtly ansroved
f 0

-

o ‘;w:t;- . ‘ihis paper served 2s the basis for @ fuller memorandurn

-.572; wiaich set fovih the same pronosal against the background of a
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of SQURCHA, VWith the concurrence of the sonior officers concerned,

sronoscd exicnsion on the terms therein set forth.,

3 r

nmediate decision s to whether an eifort should be
1¢ securily surrounding the CORONA Projcct and to
o as 1o deny the true nurpose of the 1960 flights as
uled for 1939, Althoush 1ot etated in writing it was

siocn on v.hﬂs point might have a bearing on adminizira-
the decision {0 prescrve sccurity and cover would
?nuatw oi pres ent organizational arrangzements
itution of resnonsibility. Subsequent to the rendering
ion reforred to above the guestion of security was further

posel thus favorably acted upon requested {withsut
12

CATRORLY

‘fart and intent to(Sanduct it in the sexae manner as CORONA
ﬂ-ze status of security and cover in aporoximately 'zx months'ee wn ¥
conternplated that if security rad deteriorated, or if there had
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decision was made o ernbark on the extended program " ﬁ
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e uH be on i.hf., asswnption that tae security status of the pra-
S zooaowould romain unchanged through the 1960 series.

.

3., Therefore, it is assumed, in accordance with the above decisions,

spropriate action is procecding to schedule the four
tored to the calendar year 1959 program and the eight
osed for calendar year 1660,

., The Central Intelligence Agency will initiate procurement
ol wdditional pavyloads as needad, :

c. Zunding will be provided in accordance with the proposal
ao submitied and approved,

2t zl arrangements and the distribution of
rossoneibilities for the program wnz""o—e—ehe—*rcs‘éfﬁrem&m \
- M‘{'L&&—&M{GB fad&’\. 4‘.‘12&

r53Uc0d that the security and cover staius of the program and related
coizaivnal arvangements may be reviewed at a later date,

(sgd) Richard M, Bisscll, fr
BICUARD A, BIZSLLL, JR,.
.b‘eput')r Lirecice
{sslans)
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Cer, A a)r f w/.a.tt via Col, Geary :
sul.Geary for c.:o*cnnatmﬁ wiGen,
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